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the breaking of that party we can hope to suc-
ceed. If we can hold that vote it will probably
elect the Eepublican candidate, but we must be
cruel in order to be kind and may possibly
throw the election in [to] the House where our
chances would all be equal. Should the fusion
in Maine be successful .... to which I
am indifferent; as it would only inure to the
success of the Democrats in the October States
and elect their ticket in November, our position
would not be enhanced but threatened.''

The forged letter was published in the latter
part of October in the New York Star, a Demo-
cratic paper. As soon as he heard of it, General
Weaver issued a sworn statement in which he
branded the document as "an unqualified
forgery throughout." He had never written
such a letter and had not "entertained such
sentiments or thoughts". Congressman Gil-
lette also immediately denied ever receiving
such a letter from Weaver, and declared that
from conversations with Mm he knew that he
did not hold such opinions. Mrs. Gillette had
conducted her husband's correspondence during
the period when the letter was supposed to have
been written, and she added her statement to
those of General Weaver and Congressman
Gillette.

The trick of the Democrats seems to have
had for its purpose the winning of the election